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English Presentation Practice with Remote Audience
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Making presentations in English at international conferences and handling the discussion or the question-
and-answer session afterwards is often considered a difficult task for Japanese students. Most of them have
never taken a course on how to deliver a presentation in English, while some others have only had theoretical
instruction. For this reason, we introduced a step-wise learning method focusing on speaking from an
audience perspective. An English speaker in a remote location participated through Skype, while the students
practiced various presentation types. Our results confirmed the students' improvement.
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The need for communication and exchange of ideas among people who speak different languages is more
important now than ever before. The proposed method could prove particularly useful in the academic world,
where non—-native speakers of English are often reluctant to participate in international conferences or
academic fora to present their research or ideas. This approach gives students the chance to expose

themselves to a foreign audience and become more confident speakers of English when discussing their
research.
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